Travellers in India

desperate affray took place,, the upshot of which
was that the Englishman captured the enemy's
vessel. Cartwright, Braton, and another then
went on to Cuttack. Here they were exceeding-
ly well entertained, as the Nabob of the Court
of Malcandy had deputed a high official to
entertain them. Next day the three were con-
ducted to the Court of Malcandy, and intro-
duced into the nabob's presence. Cartwright
" did obeisance to him, and the king very
affably bended forward, in manner of a curtsey
or respect, and withal leaned his arm on two
men's shoulders, and slipped off his sandals from
his foot (for he was bare-legged), and presented
his foot to our merchant to kiss, which he twice
refused to do, but at the last he was fain to do
it.3'* Matters of trade agreements were being
discussed, when they were disturbed by the
arrival of the Portuguese captain to complain
of the capture of his ship and goods. The nabob
listened to the arguments of both, and at the
finish sought to accommodate both parties by
confiscating the property in dispute for his own
use, Cartwright was so angry that he at once
rose and without a word left the nabob's
presence. This conduct immensely impressed
that potentate, who was heard making in-
quiries as to what " England was, the extent of
its naval power, and the situation of its settle-
meats/' The answers were apparently satis-

* Harleian Collection of Travels^ vol. n, p, 272.
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